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forced Protestants in some areas to choose between two difficult alterna­
tives: either convert to Catholicism or emigrate. This also applied to 
independent communities such as the town of Kitzingen, which had been 
an independent city but in 1629 was again subjected to the rule of the 

bishop of Wiirzburg. 1 

The Lutheran preacher in Kitzingen, Bartholomiius Dietwar (1592-
1670), was a witness and victim of the ultimately unsuccessful attempts 
at forced conversion. In this excerpt from his chronicle, Dietwar describes 
the force used by Catholic priests and monks in attempting to convert 
the residents of his town and the surrounding area to the old faith. This 
included not only seizing and burning Protestant books but also enforcing 
Catholic practices such as making sure that people were not cooking and 
eating meat on fast days. In the end, approximately 1,100 of the 2,500 
inhabitants of Kitzingen emigrated, including Dietwar. 

[1630] 
Also now again a new inquisition was held in Kitzingen, and it was 
decided that whoever did not want to become papist must leave the city 
in fourteen days. Now the disgrace has begun in Kitzingen, Hoheim, 
Repperndorf, and in all the areas where the bishop has installed priests. 
The people are forced by the Capucins [Franciscan monks] and priests 
with great tyranny to renounce the Gospel. They took all of their Protes­
tant books from their houses and burned a great pile of them in the pub­
lic marketplace in Kitzingen. On the fast days they entered the houses 
and searched the pots by the fires, and anyone found with meat was 

severely punished .... 

[1631] 
They again took the Protestants' books away. 

1 This was Bishop Johann Georg II Fuchs, Baron von Dornheim (1586--1633). A 
notorious persecutor of Protestants, he was also known as one of the most fanatical 

witch-hunters of the time. 
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HANS KRAFFT 

The Seizure of the Cathedral of Erfurt 
by the Protestants 

1632 

The. Protestant dyer Hans Krafft describes here the Protestants' occu 
pati~n of the Cathedral of Erfurt on September 17 1632 the fir. -
annzv.ersary of the Battle of Breitenfeld. 1 For the a~thor. th · st 
than 1ust .another episode in his chronicle of events. ]us/ as ~~:~:c:~re 
the Swedish army under King Gustav Adolph at Breitenfeld h Y of 
sented the greatest victory of the Protestant side to date the ~d rep~-
~~e hc.a~edr~l represented for ~raf(t the greatest victor; of p:;;:;~en~ism 
acti~: o~~ %wn. H~ proudl~ indicates his personal involvement in the 
also b; ~e ;o::;~~da;;cterzzed .~otlonbly b! the violence of the seizure but 
d . emony O; ce e rating the achievement wh · h h 

escrzbes not by using an ego-centered ''I" but with th h ' . ~c e 
communal rhetoric of "we.,, e c aracterzstically 

In the year 1632 on the 17th f s 
celebration was ordered for Hi~ Roiaie~b_er,tya~ anniversary festival of 
with God's hel h a1es ustav Adolph, because 
on the 17th of ~ep~e:~~rt~~3~~~l~ ~=a:e~pzig [~attle of Br:ite~eld ] 
parish church, and at nine o'clock the fi et rat~d m the mornmg m our 
in our beloved Ch rs roam sermon was delivered 

brother-in-law, Mas:rc~a~n~~ ~~f ;n~~~ge e;~fWur1.tthCtwathedral ] by[ my · · o organs and] 

1 The date given here and in the docum · · h 
The old-style Julian calendar which . ent is m t e modern Gregorian calendar. 
Battle of Breitenfeld (and its' anniverwsaarsys)tt1ll udsed by pl~otestants at the time, dated the 

2" 1 · en ays ear 1er 
va entin Wallenberger (1582-1639) · Erfurt from 1621 to 1639 H was preacher at the Barfiisser Church in 

· e was one of the most if L Erfurt during the Thirty Years War. voe erous utheran preachers in 

From Hans Krafft, Chronik aus dem D ·fl.,· ... h · . 
J:'ears Wa.r~, ed. Hans Medick, Norber;~i%;f ;zgen Krieg (Chronicle from th~ Thirty 
tion: T~unnger Universitats- und Landesbibli~th a~~ Andreas Bahr (ele~tromc publica­
facsimtle at www.mdsz.thulb uni-J'ena de/krafft/ e llena, 2008), 66r. Available as a digital · · que e.php. 
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Hans Medick and Benjamin Marschke, Experiencing the Thirty Years War: A 
Brief History With Documents (Bedford Series in History and Culture; Boston: 
Bedford/St. Martin's, 2013).
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. h d urns fifes and violins, we played glori-
instruments like lutes, arp~, r ' "ful · But it did not please 
ous s lendid [and] exceedmgly beauti music. d 
h ' P . t 'd they didn't want to open the church towers. [We] ha 
~o eb~=~~s ;~::three doors so that one could get to the bells. Th~ee o1 
them, the big bell along withh thhe Spihritbau~d th~t ~~!·t~e~l~ ~~~~. :y 
h d" d t want to open t e c urc ' ... 
~ad to i [a:od] it was a bitter pill [for them]. In the evenin_g, a salu~efrwas 
fired ~ith big cannons that stand around_ the city, ~r~e Jin:es, :~e da~m 
the Cyriaksburg,4 and with muskets, which were re unng . 

f · d" "d I bells 
3 Krafft i~ re~erring to !he n~mes ~ % 1;10~a inally. constructed in the late fifteenth 
4The mam citadel fortifica~1on m ~ b r the S~edes during the Thirty Years War. 

century, it was expanded and improve Y 
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MAURUS FRIESENEGGER 

Desacralization and Its Limits 
1632 

fi hz·s dz"ary the abbot of the Bavarian monastery of 
In these passages rom ' · (1590 

~;~~~'.~!;;f ~~~~=~;~; ::::,:.~=:~)~!1,,~":c::~;;!/if ~:::;~ 
if his monastery by Swedish troops zn the summer O; ·. 

~ersion of events is not an eyewitness report of the occupation, b~cause 
S d . d the abbot had fled and taken the precious before the we es arrive ' b t 

relics and other items from his monastery's_ trea~ury to a near y own. 
His description is instead based on the testzmonzes ofh~therpm~n:b:;~;f 

. What seems most remarkable about t zs re or zs 
~~~h~~n:~~;~acred space had been desecrated through _its use a~ a_stable 

g . ld . ' hor.ses Friesenegger emphasizes the lzmzted for the occupying so zers ' . . ' h 
violence done to the religious objects zn hzs monastery s churc . 

. h aus dem 30jahrigen Krieg: Nach einer Handschrift 
From Maurus Fnesenegger, Tagebu;_h . t Yi War· From a Manuscript in the Andechs 
im Kloster Andechs (Diary from the , ' i: y ea:s . 2007) 17- 18 

. ) d W'llib Id Mathaser (Mumch: Allitera Verlag, ' . Cloister , e . 1 a . 
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What had befallen Heiligenberg in the period of three weeks, and 
beyond, during the presence of the enemy ... was found out afterward, 
after the retreat of the Swedes, and the return of some domestic servants 
and clergy. The church was full of stink and horse manure, on the altar 
were the remains of the horse feed, the offering boxes were all broken, 
and the grave of the [monastery's] founder was opened. The altars and 
the altarpieces on the same were all undamaged, except for the effigy of 
Saint Rasso, which was found damaged and covered in feces outside the 
church. The liturgical garments and vestments that were stolen were of 
no great value, because all the better ones had been taken out of the way 
[before the Swedish occupation] . 

What was miraculous, however, was what befell the Mother of God 
painting, which formerly stood on the high altar, but at the time had 
been moved to the lower choir altar in place of the miracle-working 
image, which had been taken to safety. Apparently with no amount of 
force could this painting be moved from its spot or thrown down from 
where it stood, which the blasphemers attempted with all their strength. 
Being awestruck by this and imagining that behind the painting a trea­
sure could be hidden, they brought this news to the colonel's atten­
tion. When he was told what had already been done, he forbade laying 
another hand on the image, with the express comment that it was not 
the will of their king [Gustav Adolph] that they would make holy war 
against symbols .. .. 

It was just as miraculous that the cloister buildings never caught fire. 
The enemy often and at several spots tried to set them on fire, to pre­
vent any further pilgrimages and to destroy everything, as the Protes­
tant heretics at Augsburg, Ulm, and Nuremberg had demanded. Even 
the godless ones were amazed after these efforts at destruction had 
failed, and afterward they told of the matter in many places, and also 
in Herrsching people asked what kind of place this was, that would not 
catch fire. 1 

1 Herrsching is a town approximately 1114 miles (2 km) north of the Heiligenberg 
monastery. 
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Leaving early next morning through hilly, wooded country, we passed 
through Ktilsheim and various other unfortunate villages, all of which 
had been burnt down and devastated. In the woods alongside our route 
we kept seeing bands of Croats who were pillaging and robbing the 
whole countryside; fortunately they made no attack on our company. 
On this day's journey, after travelling four Dutch miles, we rejoined our 
outward route at N eunkirchen, the village which I described earlier as 
being so burnt and devastated that only four or five poor people now 

live there .. . . 
On the following morning, His Excellency went to Hanau to 

visit. ... For a year and a half, Hanau endured all the hardship of a siege 
by the Emperor's forces, including a terrible plague from which 22,000 
people died in the space of seven weeks, until it was finally relieved by 
the Land-Grave of Hesse, whose men slew a large number of Imperial 
troops and put the rest to flight. This was the fight which we heard tak~ 
ing place on our outward journey .. .. 

Next morning we sailed down to Mainz where His Excellency went 
ashore to see if it were in a better state than it had been on our out­
ward visit. Alas, it was in the same sorry state as before, with various 
poor wretches lying on dunghills, almost starved to death and scarcely 
able to crawl to receive alms from His Excellency. After returning 
to have dinner on our boat, we distributed the remnants of our meal to 
many poor, hunger-stricken people, then we sailed down the Rhine to 
Rtidesheim, five Dutch miles away, where we cast anchor and stayed for 

the night. . . . 
... Farther down, we came to Bacharach where some of our com-

pany went ashore till a boat was sent to summon them back forthwith. 
To their surprise, our friends were pursued by five musketeers who 
kept firing shots at them but, by good fortune, failed to hit anyone. The 
pursuers kept up the chase until our companions reached His Excel­
lency's boat, whereupon they pursued no further . . . . 

During the night we remained in considerable danger for on either 
side of us were bands whose habit it was to rob and pillage all passers­
by. Just before we cast anchor, we saw one such party of upwards of fifty 
men moving along the shore, and about ten o'clock of that very dark 
night, the watch raised the alarm that a party of men was coming against 
us. Immediately we rushed for our weapon[s], but were relieved to dis­
cover that only one boat was approaching and that those who manned 
it were calling out that they were friends from the Duke of Neuenburg. 
But for their shouts of explanation, we would have shot at them; as it 
was, they told us that some of their number wished to travel to England 
with our company .. .. 
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Belo~ Nijmegen we passed, at regular intervals of half a league 
succession ~f redoubts [fortifications], each one manned by gua;d: 
;hose duty it was to patrol the river. From the fourth of these, four or 
t:.e ~ann~ns were fired at us and only narrowly missed our boat-and 

is m spite of our having informed them that we carried an English 
ambassa~or. After this incident we cast anchor and lay in the middle 
of the

1 
Rhme but we were unable to discover with certainty who these 

peop e were who had fired at us. 
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MAURUS FRIESENEGGER 

Hungry Peasants, Starving Soldiers 
1633- 1634 

This excerpt from the dia? of M~urus Friesenegger, abbot of Heiligenber. 
(see Documen.t 12)' descrzb:s with rare intensity the extreme famine in g 
and around his monastery in the winter o' 1633- 1634 rr1. . P . l a t · 'J • 1 ne im erza 

rmy was s atzone~ acro~s southern Germany, and a regiment of imperial 
t~oops had moved into winter quarters near Heiligenberg. At the same 
t~me, to escape from th~se very troops, a large part of the peasant po ula­
tzon !~om the surrounding countryside had fled with their grain sup:Zies 
and livestock to t~e apparent safety of the walled monastery. The rounds 
of the monastery itself b~came the stage for a bitter struggle over tad Th 
desperate~y hungry soldiers and ci~ilians literally fought over the last. cowe 
the last pig, and the last of the grain supply. In this conflict the legal and' 
sacrosanct protection of the monastery's walls could not withstand the 
scourges of war. 

~~~~;had.once more waited impatiently for the 23rd of December 
o arnve, when the Spaniards were expected to move on , we 

From Maurus Friesenegger Tagebuch d 30 ... h . . 
im Kloster Andechs (Diary from the Thi:rusYe em 7a_ rzgen Krieg: Nack einer Handschrift 
Cloister), ed. Willibald Mathaser (Munich· Afli~ Wa~ ~rom2a Manuscript zn the Andechs 
excerpts from the ear 163

3 
h · . e_ra er ag, 007), 49- 59, 60- 72. The 

Gerhard Benecke yed Germa~ryez_nquthoete~'h~tth ,~ligh\;~an(ges were first translated by 
1979) ' " ' ' zr Y aars vvar New York St M ti p 

'66--67. The excerpts from the year 1634 were translated by J~hn. M:~g~~- ress, 
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received orders that they would stay longer, since no winter quarters 
had been made ready for them. Heavens! Soldiers and peasants were 
now to be seen half-naked and pale with misery, emaciated with hunger, 
and walking about with bare feet in the great cold. What would happen 
in the long term? The soldiers were eating dogs, cats, and any stolen 
meat. For days on end the peasants had not even a crust of bread. Many 
searched our monastery garden for greens, winter lettuce, roots, and 
herbs, which they then ate raw or stewed. The army sent to Munich for · 
provisions, and in the monastery we slaughtered the cattle and baked 
bread for as many people as possible. Bakers from as far afield as Dies­
sen 1 as well as others also supplied us with bread. But what help was that 
against so many? There were 1,500 soldiers in the village, and inside the 
monastery the people from several other places, too. Since the suppliers 
of provisions were often robbed with violence of their money on the way 
and of their goods on their return journey, they soon gave up. So hunger 
increased to the utmost among the soldiers, and even the officers began 
to feel it, as hard cash no longer bought anything. 

On 28 December those who were starving broke into the Church of 
Our Dear Lady in the village and climbed under the roof, removing the 
seed corn stored there for next spring. Thus disappeared the last hope 
of the peasants, besides the other things which they found. 

On 30 December the troops of the foreign and Italian regiments mus­
tered, and it proved to be quite a spectacle. There were half-filled com­
panies of blackened and jaundiced faces, starved bodies, half-clothed or 
bedecked in rags and stolen women's clothing. It was the face of hunger 
and famine. Next to them the officers appeared well fed and elegantly 
dressed. Many soldiers were ill, and many also died of starvation and 
cold, to the extent that their regimental priest had to hear the confession 
of thirty of them who were fatally ill in one day alone. And all this made 
us all fear death - which is the end of all evils, fears, and hopes - or 
rather hope for it. ... 

[January 1634] 

Our misery during these days was truly indescribable. More than a 
thousand people found themselves in the monastery; all of the rooms 
were completely filled, one person's body very close to the other. It 
was winter, and there was no oven, no bed, and often, for three or four 
days, no crumb of bread; nevertheless, the soldiers, who were just as 

1 Diessen is approximately 12 miles (19 km) west of Andechs, site of the monastery. 
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hungry, al~ays begged us for bread. From their village the Erlingers2 
heard nothmg but alarms, pounding, and hammering as their houses 
were torn ~own to provide firewood [for the military] . . .. 

After this, first the remaining officers and then the rank and file 
began a new action and [said] .. . they would not rest until all of the vict­
uals that the peasants had deposited in the monastery had been carried 
off, for what belonged to the peasants also belonged to the soldiers they 
said, and their hunger was the most extreme. They had already waited 
for seve:al da~s for supplies from Munich and received none. And on 
top of this, dunng the most recent night, two died, who, before dying of 
starva?on, had bitten into their arms and gnawed on their fingers. And 
the pnor [abbot's deputy] gave them twelve sacks of the peasants' and 
the monastery's grain that they at once took to the mill in Diessen 
and the next day, 1,600 loaves of bread-so strong was the military~ 
were baked. 

No sooner had this action come to an end than another tumult broke 
out. A mass of hungry soldiers showed up at our steward's house and 
forced all of the doors of the s~alls open in order to take whatever they 
wanted. And what ~hey. especially wanted were the pigs, but they ran 
away from the soldiers mto the open. We quickly called on the officers 
quarter~d with us. at the monastery for assistance, who rushed to the 
steward s house with the colonel to set themselves against these native 
robbers. If, in these times, we had been able to laugh, then this certainly 
~ould have been a funny scene to see, with the rank and file chasing the 
pigs across the field, and the officers chasing the rank and file across 
the field, all of the scoundrels with their rags flying in the air and the 
officers with flying hair. In the end, two of these criminals, of whom 
there had been ninety, were captured (our commanders were not only 
to? tou~h on our peasants but also on their own men), bound to a pillory 
dnven mto the ground in the courtyard of the steward's house, and sen­
tenced to be shot to death, and we had to plead for their pardon perhaps 
to place them under obligation to us. . . . ' 

.. · . When the peasants also finally saw that it really looked like every­
thmg would be taken from them and they would be left to starve to 
de~th, they slaughtered the few cattle they had left and sought to silence 
their o.wn h~nger rather th~n that of the soldiers. It looked as though 
what [1mpenal] general Altnnger had once said would come true that 
~e on_ly cow to be found in Bavaria after this war would be embroidered 
with silver. 

2
The inhabitants of the nearby village of Erling, who had fled to the monastery. 
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MICHAEL LEBHARDT 

Report on Cannibalism in Agawang 

WITH 

KASPAR ZEILLER 

Response to Lebhardt 
1635 

Most mentions of cannibalism in the Thirty Years War can be traced 
back to hearsay rather than eyewitness o~servation. U~ually, contempo­
raries referred to cannibalism metaphorically ~o describe the extreme 
hunger and misery prevalent during some periods of the wa~ In. som_e 
confessional texts, religious opponents were ac~used of ~annibalism in an 
attempt to discredit them based on this barbaric behavior. 

The community of Agawang, near Augsburg in southe~n Germany (see 
Map 2, pages 10-11), gained the sad notoriety o( Pr?du~ing one of the . 
few firsthand reports of people resorting to cannibalism in order to al~evi­
ate their hunger. The report was from Father Mich.ael Leb~ardt, a priest 
from the neighboring parish of Kutzenhausen, to his superior, Dr. Kaspar 
Zeitler. the general provost1 in Augsburg. We have no record of ho~ the 
shock;d priest responded to his superior's request to show compassion for 
the flesh eaters. 

i As general provost Zeiller was immediately below the bishop in the church 
hierarchy. It was not un~sual that someone in his position was a doctor of theology. 

"Zwey merkwtirdige Aktenstiicke Uber die zur.Zeit des Schwede~egs im Winter des 
Jahrs 1634/35 zu Agawang geherrschte grassh~he Hun?ersnoth ( Two Notewor~y 
Documents from the Time of the Swedish Warm the Wmter of163~1635, Regard~g 
the Terrible Hunger in Agawang"), ed. Franz von Baader,Jahres-Berzcht des Historischen 
Kreis-Vereins im Regierungsbezirke von Schwaben und N~uburg (Annual Report of the 
District Historical Association for the Administrative. Region of Swabza and Neuburg) 35, 
1869/70 (Augsburg: Hartmannsche Buchdruckere1, 1872), 71-72. 
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Before Christmas, in a house in Agawang, which belonged to Leon­
ard Weber, four people starved to death, and then five more, one after 
another. When I learned that they were still lying unburied after such 
a long time, because nobody was doing anything for anybody anymore, 
and indeed nobody would do what he was told or asked to do, and Chris­
tian charity among people was extinguished, especially in places like 
Agawang, where there was no priest anymore and things were really 
going miserably, I went to Agawang last January. I offered the Mass 
there, and after I finished the church service I gave orders to the sub­
bailiff, the schoolmaster, and the chief magistrate in the name of Your 
Honor and Grace as diocesan provost, that they should immediately, 
while I was present, dig a grave, collect the bodies, and lay them to 
rest to prevent further sacrilege. They were agreeable, and they started 
the grave. They said that there were only the four people in the afore­
mentioned house to be buried, because the others were in a house in 
the parish where the widow Else Miller and Christina Regler lived, and 
they had been eaten up. I was quite horrified to hear this, and with the 
schoolmaster I hurried to the house to make inquiries about the mat­
ter. I was about to go in the door when two women came out carrying a 
basin full of human entrails. I asked them, aghast, what they were doing. 
They only answered me that things were miserable. To which I immedi­
ately replied, it is of course the greatest of all miseries that such godless 
people are so impudent and insolent that they allowed themselves to eat 
these dead bodies, which had died so long ago. They said, "It was the 
great unbearable famine that did it." 

Because I saw that they still to a certain extent could walk, and that 
they perhaps could have gained their subsistence by bringing hay to 
the city [of Augsburg], as others had done, I beat them vigorously with 
a stick and earnestly commanded them to carry to the churchyard the 
four remaining bodies, together with even the smallest pieces of bone in 
a little sack. After this task I had them come to the bailiff's house, and I 
inquired how many people they ate and whether they had all eaten them. 
They said unanimously that they had eaten in one sitting two women, 
named Barbara Mayer and Maria Weldeshofer, who died fourteen days 
before, along with two men. One of them was Gregor Thuringer, on the 
fifth day after his death. The other was Jacob Kreiner, who lay five whole 
weeks unburied in his house. They had eaten them on two occasions. I 
asked about how it tasted and how it was. They answered, "It didn't taste 
bad, and the best of it was the brain, the heart, and the kidneys." While 
admitting this they bitterly cried and raised their hands and promised 
never to do such a thing again for the rest of their lives. With these 
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aforementioned people there were two others ~n . thed thneighbodrhood, 
Th .. · ho Jome em an were 

the widows Appolonia and Anna urmger, w 

1 
. 1 d One of them namely Appolonia, did not shy away from a so mvo ve . ' .. . 

devouring her own husband, Gregor Thunnger. . 
I could not fail to tell Your Reverence and Grace about this. 

Actum Kutzenhausen, February 3rd 1635 
Your Reverence's and Grace's 
Most subordinately and obediently [signed], 
Michael Lebhardt, Plebanus [Pastor] 

Dr. Kaspar Zeiller, Response to Father Lebhardt, 

February 1635 
What you reported on Feb. 3, regarding the parish of A~awang and ::s~ 
ghastly deeds that recently hap?e~ed thereh, I ~ead .:it~ th.~:~~: our 
astonishment Because God has mfhcted sue a orn e a~1 

'f ld . . we must submit this case to His inscrutable Judgment. I 
mam o sms, · t d the 
would only remind you that you should be compass1?nate ;~: t 
same poor people suffering from this extreme famme an a you 

should spare them any beatings. 

6 
Battle and Massacre: Experiences of Mass 

Violence and Death 

A central paradox of the Thirty Years War is that although large armies 
were established to fight the war, relatively few full-scale battles actually 
took place.1 Military leaders were reluctant to risk losing their costly 
and unwieldy war machines in battle. The longer the war lasted, the 
more it became a war of attrition, a long drawn-out struggle to control 
territory and resources and to withhold them from the enemy. Siege 
warfare, which typically pitted enemy armies against fortified towns or 
cities and their garrisons, was a more common military activity than 
open battles. These sieges often ended with a negotiated surrender, 
so that the besieged garrison was granted mercy, and the citizens of 
the town were guaranteed that it would not be sacked, assuming that 
they were prepared to pay contributions and quartering costs to their 
conquerors. 

Nonetheless, huge and decisive battles occurred during the war, and 
by no means did all sieges of towns end with their peaceful surrender. 
Major battles included White Mountain in November 1620, Breitenfeld 
in September 1631, Ltitzen in November 1632, and Nordlingen in Sep­
tember 1634 (see Map 2, pages 10- 11). Several fortified cities, such as 
Munden in 1626 and Magdeburg in 1631, were notoriously stormed 
and the greater part of their inhabitants massacred. These spectacular 
instances of mass violence and death were widely reported in the con­
temporary media, and they are still regarded as the most significant 
events of the Thirty Years War in both popular memory and historical 
scholarship. 

Two of these key events, the sacking of Magdeburg and the Battle of 
Lutzen, are described by eyewitnesses in this chapter. Also treated from 
an up-close perspective are two smaller events, the attacks on Munden 
and Sondershausen, which are more typical of the relatively small-scale 

1 For further discussion of this issue, see Geoff Mortimer, Eyewitness Accounts of the 
Thirty Years War, 1618- 48 (Basingstoke, U.K.: Palgrave 2002), 38ff. 
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