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48 KU KLUX KI.AN VIOLENCE AND THE HEARINGS 

The COURT. Why did you lay out? 
Answer. We went a way up towards the river. 
Question. To get out of the way of the Ku-Klux? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I got out of the way of them. 
Question. That is what you went for? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How long did you and your old man lay out? 
Answer. I think we laid out for four nights. Yes, we lay out four nights; I 

cannot exactly tell how many nights, but he lay out a loHg time before 
I lay out. 

Question. Did these Ku-Klux have on masks and gowns? 
Answer. Yes, sir; they had on gowns, and they had on false caps on their 

faces. 

(The defense waived cross-examination.) 

Political Violence: The Franchise 

9 

ABRAM COLBY 

Atlanta, Georgia 
October 27 and 28, 1871 

Abram Colby, a former slave whose owner (who was also Colby's father) 
freed him upon his death, was a Republican member of the Georgia state 
legislature during Reconstruction. In October 1869, a group of Demo
crats offered Colby $5,000 to give up his seat to a white Democrat. When 
he refused the bribe, a group of nearly seventy-five Klansmen dmgged him 
from his house and beat him for almost three hours. Colby also owned a 
small plantation that the vigilantes refused to allow him to live on free 
of disruption. As Colby explained to the committee, ''I could make as 

KKK Testimony, 7:695-707. 
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comfortable a living there as anywhere in the. world if they would leave 
me alone." · 

ABRAM COLBY (colored) sworn and examined. 
By the CHAIRMAN: 

Question. State your age, where you were born, and where you now live. 
Answer. I am fifty-two years old. I was born in Greene County and it is 

my home now when I can live there. 
QuestiOn. Were you a slave before the war? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I was raised by my father, and I was a slave of his. 
Question. Were you living with him at the time of the emancipation? 
Answer. No, sir; he was dead then. He left me free when he died. 
Question. How many years have you been free? 
Answer. About twenty years. 
Question. What was your occupation before the war? 
Answer. I used to be a barber. 
Question. Did you take ahy part in the politics of the country after the 

war was over and reconstruction had commenced? 
Answer. Yes, sir, I did, after the war was over. 
Question. What part did you take? 
Answer. I took the republican part. 
Question. You acted with the republican party? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You took a prominent and active part? 
Answer. I think so. · 
Question. Have you held any office or position? 
Answer. I was elected to the legislature. 
Question. Which legislature? 
Answer. In 1868. 
Question. To which house? 
Answer. To the lower house. 
Question. Were you one of those who were expelled? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And then reinstated? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Are you a member of the next house? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I was elected to the next legislature. 
Question. Tell us whether at any time you have had any violence offered 

to you; and if so, tell us what it was. 

Shawn Leigh Alexander, ed. Reconstruction Violence and the Ku Klux 
Klan Hearings (Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2015).
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50 KU KLUX KLAN VIOLENCE AND THE HEARINGS 

Answer. On the 29th of October, 1869, they came to my house and broke 
my door open, took me out of my bed and took me to the woods and 
whipped me three hours or more and left me in the woods for dead. 
They said to me, "Do you think you will ever vote another damned 
radical ticket?" I said, "I will not tell you a lie." They said, "No; don't 
tell a lie." I thought I would not tell a lie. I supposed they would kill 
me anyhow. I said, "If there was an election to-morrow, I would vote 
the radical ticket." They set in and whipped me a thousand licks 
more, I suppose. 

Question. With what did they whip you? 
Answer. With sticks and with straps that had buckles on the ends of them. 
Question. How many were engaged in that? 
Answer. Sixty-five came to my house and took me out; only twenty-five 

whipped me, so I understood after they thought I was dead .... 
Question. Was that before you had been expelled from the legislature? 
Answer. No, sir; it was after, and before I was seated again. 
Question. What is the character of those men who were engaged in 

whipping you? 
Answer. Some of them are the first-class men in our town. One is a law

yer, one a doctor, and some are farmers; but among them some are 
not worth the bread they eat. I have heard a great many names since, 
but I did not know them that night. 

Question. Did they have any talk with you before they took you out? 
Answer. No, sir. They broke my door down. I was asleep. They called 

out, "Surrender!" I said, "Of course I surrender." They had their pis
tols, and they took me in my night-clothes and carried me a mile and 
a quarter from home. I may say that they hit me five thousand blows. 
I told President Grant the same that I tell you now. After they thought 
I was dead, Doctor Walker came up to feel my pulse. Finding my wrist 
all wet and bloody, he did not feel my pulse, but said, "He is dead." 
Tom Robinson was commanding the crowd. Two of them said, "Cap
tain we have not struck him a lick." He said, "Yes, all of you have." 
Th~y said, "Only twenty-three of us have whipped him." He said, "Go 
on and lick him; he is a dead man." One of them came up and struck 
me. I counted his licks. At that time they did not hurt me a bit, except 
about the neck. He struck me two hundred licks. They gave me four 
or five hundred before they commenced counting. They told me to 
take off my shirt. I said, "I never do that for any man." They tried to 
knock me down with their sticks, but they could not do it. My draw
ers fell down about my feet, and they took hold of them and pulled 
them, and tripped me up. They then pulled my shirt up over my head. 
They said I had voted for Grant, Bullock, and Blodgett. 
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Question. You had voted in the legislature for Foster Blodgett, and had 
voted at the polls for Bullock and Grant? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And that was the reason they gave for whipping you? 
Answer. Yes, sir; and they said I had influence with the negroes of other 

counties, and had carried the negroes against them. About two days 
before they whipped me they offered me $5,000 to turn and go with 
them, and said they would pay me $2,500 cash if I would turn and let 
another man go to the legislature in my place. I told them that I wol}.ld 
not do it if they would give me all the county was worth; that Foster 
Blodgett had always been a true man to me and to my party. One of 
them laughed and said, "You have a son named Foster Blodgett." I 
said, "Yes, I have." That night when they whipped me they said, "You 
named a little son of yours Foster Blodgett; we will give you a hun
dred more for that"; and they did so. The worst thing about the whole 
matter was this: My mother, wife, and daughter were in the room 
when they came there and carried me out. My little daughter ·came 
out and begged them not to carry me away. They drew up a gun and 
actually frightened her to death. She never got over it until she died. 

Question. How long did she live? 
Answer. About a year. 
Question. Had she ever been sick before? 
Answer. No, sir; that was the part that grieves me the most about the 

whole thing. I was at my house a week ago, but I staid in the woods 
that night; they were around there looking for me. 

Question. Have you property down there? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I have a small plantation, and I could make as comfort

able a living there as anywhere in the world if they would leave me 
alone. I cannot live there. . 

Question. Have any of those men been punished for this transaction? 
Answer. No, sir. I would have corrie before the court here last week, but 

I knew it was no use for me to try to get Ku-Klux condemned by Ku
Klux, and I did not come. Mr. Saunders, a member of the grand jury 
here last week, is the father of one of the very men I knew whipped 
me. What was the use of my going before that grand jury? Several 
tried to get me to come, but I said, "I will not go before that court if 
I never get them punished; for I know that court will never punish 
them." 

Question. Why have you not brought a civil action for damages against 
them? 

Answer. I did not see that I could get anything; that is the reason why I 
have not done it. 
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Question. Was that last fall? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. When was this church burned? 
Answer. The 1st of January; it was the last Saturday night in the Christ

mas: that was the ... 1st of January, I think. Christmas came on Sun
day, and the next Saturday night it was burned down, and Sunday 
night I came down here, and I haven't been back there since. 

Question. Did you see the church burning? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How far did you live from the church? 
Answer. I reckon about five hundred yards. I saw them when they set 

fire to it. 
Question. How many men did you see at the church? 
Answer. It appeared to me like it was about sixteen. I was close to them, 

but I had to hide down pretty close; but I saw them. 
Question. Are you afraid to return? 
Answer. Yes; unless there is a better arrangement. 
Question. Did you leave any property? 
Answer. Yes, sir; and my family; my wife and seven children in the family. 
Question. And you are afraid to go back and live with your family for fear 

that these Ku-Klux will molest you? 
Answer. Yes, sir. Here is a letter I have received from my wife. [Exhibit

ing a letter.] 
Question. You say they have made threats that they would kill you if you 

went back? 
Answer. Yes, sir; that's the fair understanding. 
Question. You have been working here? 
Answer. Yes, sir; they stripped me of everything since I came here. 
Question. Who stripped you of your property? 
Answer. I couldn't tell. My wife said they just took everything. 
Question. What property did they take? 
Answer. They took a cow and calf from me, and my corn and my meat I 

had there-a piece-and all. 
Question. How was it taken; was it generally stolen after night from the 

place, or in what way was it taken? 
Answer. She said it was taken in the day-time. She sent me word so. 
Question. Did she know who took it? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Were they neighbors? 
Answer. No, sir; the neighbors are not close by. 
Question. On what ground did they take them? 

- ___ · ___ :1J1,i •. · WASHINGTON,D.C. ~ 11
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Answer. I don't know. They had no fear, because they had run me off, 
and they took it as they pleased. I don't know the men that took them 
from me. They did it because I was too strong a republican, and they 
woµld do anything to.injure me. 

Question. Did any white men ever tell you that? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. You gathered that from others? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I got the report They wouldn't tell me themselves, but 

I got the report of what they intended to do with me, gentlemen. 
Question. Who would bring you that word; white men or colored men? 
Answer. Charley Carter fetched that word to me the last morning

, Sunday morning-thatJ esse Thomas said he c.ouldn't get me on Sat
urday night, but intended to get me the coming week. He was the 
head of the Ku-Klux band: 

18 

CORNELIUS McBRIDE 

Washington, D.C. 
July 21, 1871 

Cornelius McBride, a white schoolteacher born in Belfast, Ireland, who 
had traveled to Mississippi to teach in a black school, testified before 
the committee in Washington, D.C., about the makeup ofthe Ku Klux 
Klan in his area and the details of a host of local attacks. McBride was 
harassed and terrorized by the Klan in Chickasaw County, Mississippi, 
for educating black children. Ultimately, he had. to flee the. region. 

CoRNEuus McBRIDE sworn and examined. 

By the CHAIRMAN, (Mr. PoIAND:) 

Question. Where do you live? 
Answer. I live in. Chickasaw County, Mississippi. 

KKK Testimony, 11:325-42. 
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Question. How long have you lived there? 
Answer. Nearly one year. 
Question. From where did you go when you went there? 
Answer. From Oktibbeha County, an adjoining county. 
Question. How long had you been in that county? 
Answer. Nearly one year. 
Question. Where did you reside before that? 
Answer. In Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Question. Are you a native of Ohio? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Where were you born? 
Answer. I was born in Belfast, in the north of Ireland. 
Question. For what purpose did you go to Mississippi? 
Answer. To teach school. 
Question. Did you teach school in Oktibbeha County? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You taught there for about a year? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What sort of a school? 
Answer. A colored school. ... 
Question. What is the character of the men who belong to this Ku-Klux 

organization, so far as you know them or have heard of them? 
Answer. As a general thing they are an ignorant, illiterate set of men, 

and they seem to be determined to keep everybody else the same. 
The men who are engaged in Ku-Kluxing, if they were not sympa
thized with by men of better standing than themselves, would soon 
go under. · 

Question. Can you give an idea of the amount of sympathy, or the charac
ter of aid and assistance, they got from men of property and standing? 

Answer. Yes, sir; it is easily shown. In the matter of bail, or anything of 
that kind, the best men in the community will give their signatures. 
In Oxford, for instance, when those men were arrested and qrought 
there they were put in pretty good quarters among the soldiers. 
But the people of the county had a meeting for their benefit, and 
took them beds and chairs, and playing cards, and all that. That 
showed the sympathy of the people with them. And when the United 
States marshal was struck there, they showed their sympathy by 
arming themselves and going into the court-room. 

Question. Can you, from reliable information, give any idea of the num
ber of the Ku-Klux in your county, and in other counties there? 
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Answer. We believe that about one-half of the white people in our county 
belong to the organization. 

Question. What induces you to believe that? 
Answer. From the fact that if you denounce the Ku-Klux, or take any 

action against them, you make one-half of the people there your ene
mies, and they show it by condemning you. The president of the board 
of supervisors in my county asked me what kind of evidence I had 
against these fellows; I told him that I had several colored witnesses 
and some white witnesses. He said, "You must not bring colored tes
timony against white men in this county." 

Question. Have you any other facts going to show the number of men 
who belong to this organization? 

Answer. Those men who whipped me told me there were five millions of 
them in the United States; I believe that was the number. 

By Mr. BECK: 

Question. How many? 
Answer. Five millions they said .... 

By Mr. COBURN: 

Question . ... Have you given a statement of all the acts of outrage perpe
trated by these men, that have come to your knowledge? If not, give 
such as you have omitted to state, that have occurred in your county 
and in adjoining counties. 

Answer. I know of the whipping of Colonel Huggins. I know from 
reports of other men being whipped; in some cases I saw the men 
themselves; in some cases I got the information from other persons. 
I saw the wife of Aleck Page; her husband was taken out and killed in 
Monroe County. Dupree was murdered in that county, and a number 
of others. In fact the cases are so many that I cannot remember them 
all. I have a number of cases noted here, which I can give; I got the 
statements from the parties themselves. 

Question. That is what I want to get at. If you have any reliable informa
tion in relation to such matters, state what it is. 

Answer. This information comes from the parties themselves, or from 
Mr. Wiley Wells, the United States district attorney at Oxford. 

Question. Do you mean by "themselves," the victims of the outrages? 
Answer. Yes, sir. Addy Foster was whipped in Winston county for buying 

land. 

l
',I, 
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By Mr. BECK: 

Question. State in each case how you got the information. 
Answer. I got this from William Coleman, his neighbor; William Miller 

told me that he was whipped because they said he would not raise 
his hat to a white man; he was there before the grand jury at Oxford. 

Question. In what county was that? 
Answer. That was also in Winston County. Aleck Hughes, in Noxubee 

County, was whipped. A white man owed him $17, and he threatened 
to sue him for it, and they whipped him for doing so. Aleck Hughes 
gave me the statement himself. 

By Mr. CoBURN: 

Question. Are you giving instances where the outrages were perpetrated 
by disguised white men? That is what I am inquiring about. 

Answer. Yes, sir; all those cases were by disguised men. They hung 
Aleck Hughes up by the neck and nearly killed him; he was insensible 
when they let him down. Zack Job was whipped in Noxubee County, 
and Henry Leadbetter was also whipped; both by disguised men. 

By Mr. BECK: 

Question. State when it was done. 
Answer. I do not know when; it was done some time in March. In 

Corinth, Mississippi, George Shubble was also whipped by disguised 
men; and near the same place Fanny Honeysuckle was whipped by 
disguised men; and Mr. Campbell, who kept a grocery store, was 
whipped by this body of disguised men, because he would not give 
them some whisky. 

By Mr. COBURN: 

Question. In Corinth? 
Answer. In Corinth, or near Corinth. A number of other men at Oxford 

told me of outrages committed upon them; but I omitted to note the 
counties. 

Question. No matter about them. You have testified as to the hostility of 
the people to free schools. What is the cause set forth by those men 
for their hostility to free schools? 

Answer. Well, educating the colored people is the great cause of objec
tion; that is the reason why they are against free schools; and then it 
is a republican measure. If the democratic party had passed that bill, 
I am sure there would not have been any opposition to it in that State, 
except on the part of a few white people who might have objected to 
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being ~'.:d.to support colored schools. The great opposition to it is 
?~cause it is a damned radical free-school system"; that is the way 
1t 1s spoken of. 

Questio~. Is it from.~ apprehens.ion that the negro will become equal 
t~ white men; or 1s 1t from hostility to the negro, and a desire to keep 
him down; or is it both? 

Answer. It is both. 
Question. Have you heard any expression of opinion in relation to that? 

[I]f so, state it. · 
Ans~er. I will give the expression of a lady in our neighborhood. She 

said that a white man who.taught a colored school ought to be hung; 
tha~ he should not show his face among white people. 

Question. Why? 
Answer. Because it was disgraceful to teach a colored school· and a white 

man dare not visit the house of a colored man there on ~ny account 
or they would not allow him to visit a white family again. ' 

19 

ELIAS HILL 

Yorkville, South Carolina 
July 25, 1871 

E_lias Hill, a Baptist minister and teacher in York County, South Caro
lina, was dragg~d outdoors and beaten with a buggy whip by a group 
o! Klans1!1.en. f!t!l. was attacked for his role as a minister, as well as 
his participation in the Republican party and the local Union League. 
Unto~ ~eagues, also called Loyal Leagues, began in the North during 
the ~w!l Wa_: to mobilize support for the war effort and the Lincoln 
administrat~on. After the war, and especially after the start of Radical 
Re~onstructwn, these org~nizat~o~s spread throughout the South. They 
raised fends for mutual aid societies, organized cooperatives and advised 
/reedpeople on contracts with landowners. Hill's assailants i/;ere particu
~arly co~cerned with what he was telling local blacks behind closed doors 
in meetings and during church services, such as encouraging them to 
leave York County to find opportunities denied them in the region. 

KKK Testimony, 5:1406-16. 
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