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The text is cast in the 
form of a  series of 
dialogues between a 
philosopher and a 
countess as they stroll 
in her garden at night. 
In this section, the 
Philosopher describes 
how the ancients saw 
the universe:
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Plurality of WORLDS. i 7 
fiirther from it; the Ancients invented 
I don't know how many- Orbs or Cir~ 
cles, iavolv'd·onewithin another, which 
they. thought woulctfalve all ObjelHons • 
thiS Confufion of Circles was fo grear; 
that at that Time when they- knew no 
better, ac~~ain Kin"g of .Aragon, a great 
~themat1c1an, {but not much troubled 
with Religion,) faid, That bad God con-
folted him wbe11 be made the World, he 
~IJ hrzve told him h()'lJ) t o have fram'a 
1t better. The Saying was. very AtheilH­
cal, and no dbubt;, the InfirucHons he 
would have given the Almighty, was 
the Suppreffin~ thofe. Circles with which 
they had clog d the Celeftial Motions, 
a~d the taking away two or three fuper­
fiuous Heavens, which they plac'd a­
bove the fix'd Stars ; for thefe Philofo­
phers, to explain the Motion of the Ce. 
leftial Bodies, had above the upper­
moft Heaven (~hich we fee) found anq. 
ther· of Cryftal, to influence and give 
Motion to the inferiour Heavens·; and 
wherever they heard of another Mo­
tion, they prefently clap'd up a Cryftal · 

Heaven 

l s_ DJ.Cco.urfes on the 
Heave~ which coft ,em nothing. Bu~­
why, [ttys the CoutJtefs, mufr their Hea­
ven be of Cryfral, wou'd nothing elfe 
.ferve as well ? No, no, rep~ ' d I, no-

. thing fo well ; for the Light. was to 
come through them, and yet they were-. 
to be foli<l. Ariftotle would have it fo,:_ 

·· be had found Solidity to. be one of their -
Excellencies, and when he had once faid: 
it, no ~ody would be fo rude as toque-· 
· ftion it. But it feems tl;tere were Co .. 
mets much higher dun the Philofophers . 
. expetl:ed, which as they. pafs'd along 
broke the Cry!lal Heavens, and con- · 
fou~ded the U niverfe. But to make 
the belt of a bad Market, they prefent­
ly melted down tl1e.ir broken Glafs, and 
to ..Ari(fot/e's.Confufam, made the Hea­
vens fluid ; and by the Obfervations of 

' t- thefe latter Ages, it is now out of doubt 
itlr· that Venus and Mercury turn round th~. 

~1111, and not round the Earth, accord­
ing to the Ancient Syfrem, which is now 
every where exploded, and all the Au­
_thorities not worth a Rufh. But that 
which I am going. to. lay down, will 

falve 
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fa.Ive all, and is fo cl~ar, that the King 
of e!Aragonhimfelfm.ay fpare lti~Adv.ice. 
l\l!ethinks, fay.r the Countefs, your Phi­
lofophy: is a kind of Out-cry, w~ere he 
that offers to do the Work cheapeft, car­
ries it from all the reft. This,.fay.r I, 
is very true, Nature is a great Hufwife, 
fhe always. makes ufeof what cofts leaft, 
let the Difference be never fo inconfide­
rable; and yet this Frugality is accom- . 
pany'd with ap extraoraioary Magni- • 
ficence, which fhines through all her 
Works; :that is, ~e is Magillficent· 4t 
the Defign, but Frugal in the Execution; 
and what can be more Praife worthy, 
than a great De(ign accomplilli'd ·with 
~ little Expence? But in our Ideas. we 
tut'n Tltings topfy-turvy, we place our 
thrifdri the DeCign, and are at ten cim~· 
mor~ Charge in Workmanfl1ip than it 
requires, which is very r idiculQus. Imi­
tate Nature then, fa)'S fhe, in your sr­
fterh,. and give me as little trouble ~s 
you can to comprehend._you. Mada!11, 
fays I, fear it not, we've done with 
_our Imnertinences; Imagin then a Ger-

.{;-- · ·· · ma11 

. (,oogk 

tnan call'd Cofernicus confoul)ding cvc~-­
Th~ tearing in Pieces the belQv'ct · 
Cir~les of Antiquity, a~d fhattering ·· . 
their Cryftal Htavens like fo manY.. 
Glafs W mdows, feiz.'d with the noble 
Rage of Afironomy,_ he fnatchcs '!P th~ 
Earth from the Center of the U n1verfc; 
f cnds her packing, and places the Su11 
in the Center to which it did more juft:.;. 

• ly belong, the Planets. no Ion~~ turn 
round· die Earth, nor mclofe 1t m the 
Circles they defcribe ; if they give us . 
Lighf, it is but by chance; and as they 
meet us in their way. All now goes · 
round the S1111, even the Earth herf-elf; . 
and Copernicus to punifh the.Eartfr fur · 

· her furmer· Lcrzinefs, makes her con~ 
tribute all he can· to the Motion of the 
Planets and Heavens, and now firi\>'d 
of all the· Heavenly Equipaw;e with · 
which fhe was fo glorioufiy attended, 

- fhe has nothing left her but the ·Mt>on, 
which frill turns round·abouther: · Fair 
and foftly, fays the Co1111ttft, I fancy 
you your feff are feiz~d' with die Noble 
Fury of Afironqmy ; a little lefs Rap-

ture, 

Googk 
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ture, and. I !hall underftand you bet­
ter. The Sun you fay is in the Center 

-i;>f the Univ.erfe, and is immoveable ; 
Merc11ry, fa)'S I, . follows n~xt, .~e .turns 

. round the Sun, Jo that the Sun IS lll the 
Center of the .Circle ·wherein Mercury 
moves; above Mercu.rJ is Venus, who 
. turns all round 'the Sun ; after, comes 
the Earth, which being_ plac'd higher 
than Mercury and Venus, makes a great- . 
er Circle round the Sun than eitfier of 
i:hcm·; at laft comes Mars, :fupiter and 
Saturn, . in the fame Order I name 'em, 
fo that Saturn has the greateft Circle 
rouoo the Sun, which )s the Reafon he 

· is a longer Time in making his Revo­
lution than any of the other Planets. 
You have forgot the Moo11, fays the 
Countt[s, we {hall quickly' find her a­
gain, Jays I, the Moon mrns round the 
·earth, and does not leave her, but as 
the Earth advances in the.Circle, whicl1 
.fh~ defcribes about the Sun ; and if the 
Moon turns round the Sun, it is becaufe 
{he won't 9uit the Earth ; I underftand 
you, fiJf Jbe, and I love_.the Moon for 
. " · · ftaymg 

, . 

Difcourfes on -the 
fraying with us when all th~ Other Pla­
nets abandon us ; nay, I fear your Ger­
man would have willingly taken her 
a way too· if he could ; fo1· in all his 

- Proceedings, I find he had a· great 
f pig ht to the Earth. 'Twas well done 
of him, fays I, to abate the Vanity of 
Mankind, who had taken up the beft 
Place in the U niverfe, and i.t pleafes me 
to fee the Earth in the Crouds of the 
Planets. Sure, fays foe, you don't 
think their Vanity extends it felf fo far 
as Aftronom y ! Do you believe you 
have humbled me, in telling me the 
Ea'ltb goes round the Sun? For my part 
1 don't think my fclf the worfe for it. 
1. ronfefs, Ma~am, (py1. J, ~ is my, be­
lief, that a fiur· Lady wou d be much 
ntore concern'd fot her Place at a Ball, 
than· for her Rank in t\ic · UniV'erfe ; 
and the Precedence of two, Planets will 
not mike half fuch a Noife in. the 

· \Vorld, as that of two Ambaffadors; 
however, the fame Inclination which 
reigns a~ a Ceremony, gov~rns in a 
SyHem; and if you love- the uppermoft 
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